Editorial Policies
Overview
This policy describes guidelines in the publica on process of our journals. Speciﬁcally, Tucker
Publica ons adopts and strives to adhere to the following standards and requirements:
COPE - Commi ee on Publica on Ethics
ICMJE - Interna onal Commi ee of Medical Journal Editors
STM - Interna onal Associa on of Scien ﬁc, Technical & Medical Publishers
WAME - World Associa on of Medical Editors
Authorship
An author is an individual who has signiﬁcantly contributed to the development of a
manuscript. ICMJE recommends that authorship be based on the following four criteria:
 Substan al contribu ons to the concep on or design of the work, or the acquisi on, analysis, or
interpreta on of data for the work
 Dra ing the work or cri cally revising it for important intellectual content
 Final approval of the version to be published
 Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that ques ons related to
the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately inves gated and resolved
Acknowledgements
Individuals who par cipated in the development of a manuscript but do not qualify as an author should
be acknowledged. Organiza ons that provided support as funding and/or other resources should also be
acknowledged.
Changes in Authorship
Whenever changes are required to the authorship of a manuscript or a published ar cle, the changes
will be implemented according to COPE speciﬁca ons. Only corresponding authors can request a change
in authorship. Request should be made to the editor.
Further reading
ICMJE - Deﬁning the Role of Authors and Contributors
COPE - Flowcharts on Changes in Authorship
Manuscript Submissions
Authors should read the “Instruc ons for Authors” respec ve to each journal before making a
submission. Manuscripts should be prepared according to the journal’s style and speciﬁca ons.
 Authors listed on the manuscript should meet the requirements for Authorship speciﬁed above.
 Where possible, specify the contribu on of each of the authors.
 Once a manuscript is submi ed, it is assumed that all authors have read and given their
approval for the submission of the manuscript.
 Contact informa on of all authors should be stated on the manuscript, ie, surname/other
names, aﬃlia on, emails, and phone numbers.
 A declara on of conﬂicts of interest should be stated in the manuscript.
 Submissions should be made electronically to abnf.manuscripts@gmail.com.
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Conﬁden ality
A submi ed manuscript is conﬁden al material. Tucker Publica ons will not disclose a submi ed
manuscript to anyone except individuals who partake in the processing and prepara on of the
manuscript for publica on. These individuals include editorial staﬀ, corresponding authors, poten al
reviewers, actual reviewers, and editors. However, in suspected cases of misconduct, a manuscript may
be revealed to members of Tucker Publica ons’ ethics commi ee and ins tu ons/organiza ons that
may require it for the resolu on of the misconduct. Tucker Publica ons shall follow the appropriate
COPE ﬂowcharts wherever necessary.
Further reading
ICMJE - Responsibili es in the Submission and Peer-Review Process
STM - Interna onal Ethical Principles for Scholarly Publica on
Misconduct
Misconduct cons tutes the viola on of editorial policies, journal policies, publica on ethics, or any
applicable guidelines/policies speciﬁed by COPE, WAME, ICMJE, and STM. Any other ac vi es that
threaten/compromise the integrity of the research/publica on process are poten al misconduct.
Suspected cases of misconduct will be inves gated according to COPE guidelines
Correc on and Retrac on of Ar cles
Correc ons may be made to a published ar cle with the authoriza on of the editor of the journal.
Editors will decide the magnitude of the correc ons. Minor correc ons are made directly to the original
ar cle. However, in cases of major correc ons, the original ar cle will remain unchanged, while the
corrected version will also be published. Both the original and corrected version will be linked to each
other. A statement indica ng the reason for the major change to the ar cle will also be published. When
necessary, retrac on of ar cles will be done according to COPE retrac on guidelines
Further reading
ICMJE - Scien ﬁc Misconduct, Expressions of Concern, and Retrac on
COPE Guidelines
COPE Flowcharts
COPE retrac on guidelines
WAME - Publica on Ethics Policies for Medical Journals
STM - Interna onal Ethical Principles for Scholarly Publica on

2
Copyright © 2021 Tucker Publica ons, Inc.

